
 

 

PRESENTER PROFILES 

Margaret A. Shipp, MD, Faculty Co-Chair 
Chief, Division of Hematologic Neoplasia 
Douglas S. Miller Chair in Lymphoma at Dana-Farber 
Director, Lymphoma and Myeloma Program, 
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Margaret A. Shipp, MD, conducts clinical and laboratory research 
focused on the clinical and molecular heterogeneity of the large 

B-cell lymphomas (LBCLs) and Hodgkin lymphomas, and the identification of unique lymphoma 
subtypes amenable to more targeted therapy. Dr. Shipp coordinated the development of the 
International Prognostic Index, which is used worldwide to individualize treatment approaches 
to LBCLs and many other lymphoid malignancies. More recently, she has led efforts to develop 
molecular signatures of LBCLs and Hodgkin lymphomas, identify biologically distinct subsets of 
these diseases, and credential associated rational treatment targets including modulators of 
the host anti-tumor immune response. These studies are already leading to more specific and, 
hopefully, more effective treatment approaches. 

Dr. Shipp is the recipient of numerous awards including an American Cancer Society Junior 
Faculty Award, a Leukemia Society of America Scholar Award, and the Claire W. and Richard 
P. Morse Research Award; designation as a Stohlman Scholar of the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society of America and a Doris Duke Distinguished Clinical Scientist; and membership in 
the American Society of Clinical Investigation, Association of American Physicians, and the 
Institute of Medicine (National Academy of Medicine). 

Dr. Shipp received her Doctor of Medicine from Washington University School of Medicine 
and completed an internal medicine internship and residency at Barnes Hospital/Washington 
University. Thereafter, she completed a fellowship in medical oncology at Dana-Farber and 
joined the faculty. 

617-632-3874 | margaret_shipp@dfci.harvard.edu 
Assistant: Lindy Boyne | 617-632-3880 | lindy_boyne@dfci.harvard.edu 
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Robert J. Soiffer, MD, Faculty Co-Chair 
Chair, Executive Committee for Clinical Programs 
Chief, Division of Hematologic Malignancies 
Vice Chair, Department of Medical Oncology 
Co-Director, Adult Hematopoietic Transplant Program, 
Dana-Farber/Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Robert J. Soiffer, MD, conducts research focused on modulation of 
immune responses in the setting of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. The ultimate goal 
for his clinical trials and research grants is to optimize graft versus leukemia activity without 
inducing graft versus host disease. 

Dr. Soiffer is a former President of the American Society for Blood and Marrow Transplantation. 
He chairs the Advisory Board for the Center for International Blood and Marrow Transplant 
Research, and serves on the Advisory Board for the Center for International Blood and Marrow 
Transplant Research and the Executive Steering Committees for Blood and Marrow Transplant 
Clinical Trials Network. Dr. Soiffer is on the Board of Directors for the National Marrow Donor 
Program. 

Dr. Soiffer has co-authored more than 200 peer-reviewed manuscripts and numerous book 
chapters, review articles, editorials, and monographs. He is also on the Editorial Boards of 
Clinical Cancer Research, Biology of Blood and Marrow Transplantation, and Blood, and is 
Associate Editor of Biology of Blood and Marrow Transplant. Dr. Soiffer has received several 
honors and awards including the Casty Family Achievement in Mentoring Award from Dana-
Farber, the Brian O’Dell Memorial Research Award from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
the Lee M. Nadler “Extra Mile” Award from Dana-Farber, and the George Thorn Award for 
Outstanding Teaching at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 

617-632-4731 | robert_soiffer@dfci.harvard.edu 
Assistant: Samantha Bednarz | 617-632-4034 | samantha_bednarz@dfci.harvard.edu 
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Matthew S. Davids, MD, MMSC 
Attending Physician, Lymphoma Program, Division of 
Hematologic Malignancies 
Associate Director, Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia Center 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in chemistry at Harvard College, 
Dr. Davids completed his Doctor of Medicine at Yale University 
School of Medicine. He served as an intern, resident, and assistant 

chief resident in internal medicine at New York-Presbyterian Weill Cornell Medical Center and 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York City. He then completed his fellowship 
in hematology and oncology in Dana-Farber/Partners CancerCare, and a Master in Medical 
Science at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Davids has an active translational research program 
in chronic lymphocytic leukemia, studying Bcl-2 biology in his laboratory and leading clinical 
trials to evaluate a variety of novel therapeutic strategies in patients with CLL and other 
hematologic malignancies. 

617-632-6331 | matthew_davids@dfci.harvard.edu 
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PRESENTER PROFILES 

Marlise R. Luskin, MD, MSCE 
Physician, Adult Leukemia Program 
Instructor in Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Marlise R. Luskin, MD, MSCE, received her Doctor of Medicine 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2009. She completed 
residency training in Internal Medicine at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, followed by a fellowship in Hematology and Oncology at 
the University of Pennsylvania where she was Chief Fellow. After 

serving as Chief Medical Resident at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in 2015 until 2016, she 
joined Dana-Farber Cancer Institute as a member of the Adult Leukemia Program in 2016. Her 
clinical practice focuses on the treatment of acute leukemias including acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia (ALL) and acute myeloid leukemia (AML), as well as chronic leukemias including the 
myelodysplastic syndromes and myeloproliferative neoplasms. 

Her research interests include development of novel therapies for treatment of ALL and 
AML and understanding predictors of treatment response and clinical outcomes in patients 
with leukemia. She additionally has a particular interest in understanding unique aspects of 
leukemia biology and treatment in young adults. 

617-632-1906 | mluskin@partners.org 
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Nikhil C. Munshi, MD 
Director, Basic and Correlative Science 
Associate Director, Jerome Lipper Myeloma Center 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Nikhil C. Munshi, MD, is an attending physician at the Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital and the Boston VA Healthcare system, Harvard 
Medical School. Dr. Munshi received his medical degree from the 
S.S.G. Hospital and M.S. University, Baroda India. He completed a 

Research Fellowship in Medical Oncology at the Johns Hopkins Oncology Center in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and a clinical fellowship in hematology/oncology at the Indiana University Medical 
Center. Prior to joining Dana-Farber, Dr. Munshi was Professor of Medicine and Director of the 
Clinical Gene Transduction Laboratory at the University of Arkansas. 

Dr. Munshi’s research focus spans both basic sciences to understand genomic changes 
in myeloma and elucidate molecular mechanisms driving the genomic instability in cancer, 
to translational approaches directed at improving diagnosis and prognosis as well as 
therapeutics. His current research activities are centered on integrative oncogenomics in 
myeloma and developing novel targeted therapeutics including novel antigen-directed and 
immune effector cell therapy/vaccine approaches. 

He has over 450 peer-reviewed publications and book chapters. Dr. Munshi has mentored 
over 70 junior faculty, post-doctoral fellows, medical residents, as well as medical and 
undergraduate students. A number of them are now independent scientists, physicians, and 
professionals. He has received grant support from Program Project, SPORE from National 
Institutes of Health, and VA Research. He is the current President of the International Myeloma 
Society. He has received a number of Awards including the Leukemia Society of America 
Scholar in Translational Research Award, the Dr. B.C. Roy National Award by the president 
of India in 2016 and the prestigious “Waldenström’s Award” for Most Distinguished Lifetime 
Achievement in Myeloma Research in 2013. 

617-632-5607 | nikhil_munshi@dfci.harvard.edu 

mailto:nikhil_munshi@dfci.harvard.edu


PRESENTER PROFILES 

Mark A. Murakami, MD 
Medical Oncologist, Division of Hematologic Neoplasia 

Advances in targeted therapies have dramatically improved 
response rates for many cancers, but produce few cures due to 
the persistence of rare treatment-resistant tumor cells, or minimal 
residual disease (MRD), which ultimately seeds relapse. Mark A. 
Murkami, MD, conducts research aimed to define genetic and 
non-genetic biologic programs mediating therapeutic response 

heterogeneity and MRD in B-cell leukemias and lymphomas. His team accomplishes this 
through serial single-cell biophysical and transcriptional profiling of B-cell leukemias and 
lymphomas harvested from animal models and patients treated with targeted agents. By 
identifying biologic vulnerabilities specific to resistant cells within MRD, his team devises 
therapeutic strategies tailored to individual tumors and to test these therapies in vivo. 

His path to a career in biomedical research began with a Howard Hughes Research Training 
Fellowship while he was a medical student in the lab of Dr. Daniel Link at Washington 
University in St. Louis. He and his team established the unfolded protein response as the 
mechanism by which the most common mutations in the neutrophil elastase gene cause the 
bone marrow failure syndrome severe congenital neutropenia. 

After clinical training in internal medicine at the Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) 
and in hematology/oncology at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and MGH, he conducted 
postdoctoral studies focused on overcoming resistance to tyrosine kinase inhibitors in BCR-
ABL-rearranged acute lymphoblastic leukemia in the laboratory of Dr. David Weinstock at 
Dana-Farber. He opened his independent laboratory in the Division of Hematologic Neoplasia 
at Dana-Farber in October 2018 with a focus on overcoming MRD to improve outcomes in 
patients with B-cell malignancies. He and his team gain insights into leukemia and lymphoma 
biology by interrogating tumor specimens from patients treated on clinical trials, and our 
laboratory discoveries, in turn, inform their design of new and ongoing clinical trials to 
maximize clinical impact for patients. 

617-582-9171 | mark_murakami@dfci.harvard.edu 
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Rizwan Romee, MD 
Director, Haploidentical Stem Cell  
Transplantation Program 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Rizwan Romee, MD, received his Doctor of Medicine from 
Govt. Medical College Srinagar, India in 2003. He completed his 
postgraduate training and hematology and oncology fellowship at 
University of Minnesota in 2011. He completed his post-doctoral 

training in Dr. Jeffrey S. Miller’s laboratory at University of Minnesota followed by advanced 
BMT fellowship and post-doctoral training at Washington University School of Medicine in 
2012. Prior to joining Dana-Farber and the HMS faculty in 2018, Dr. Romee was an Assistant 
Professor of Medicine in the Division of Oncology at Washington University. He was awarded 
the American Society of Hematology Scholar Award (Clinical Faculty) and American Society of 
Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Carrier Development Award (Faculty) in 2015. 

Dr. Romee’s long-term goals as a translational and academic researcher are to translate novel 
aspects of immunology to improve treatments for patients with hematologic malignancies. Dr. 
Romee has extensive experience in concepts and techniques in the field of immunobiology, 
and specifically natural killer (NK) cell biology. He aims to expand the use of memory-like NK 
cell-based immunotherapy studies in patients with advanced malignancies and also to test 
them in combination with other novel agents to potentially further enhance their anti-tumor 
activity. Furthermore, he leads the haploidentical donor stem cell transplant efforts to broaden 
the donor availability for patients with otherwise no traditionally HLA matched stem cell donors 
and also to use this as a platform for incorporating novel NK cell-based immunotherapies. 

rizwan_romee@dfci.harvard.edu 
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